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What is Wawatay?

Wawatay offers Indigenous students the opportunity

to obtain a Science degree while gaining

experience in research throughout their program

 The focus of the research project will be shaped by 

student interest, Indigenous community needs and 

research ongoing in the Faculty of Science

Wawatay combines classical scientific approaches 

with indigenous ways of seeing, knowing, learning 
and doing to enhance the power of science



Wawatay Principle: 

 Embrace traditional ways of knowing,

blending indigenous knowledge with

western science in research, teaching,

and learning.

HONOUR TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE 



Student Experience

Wawatay students will be honoured with the title “Wawatay

Scholar”.



Students will participate in a six-week summer

orientation before beginning their first semester at

UM

 July 5 to August 12, 2022

Orientation is designed to help students obtain the 

necessary information and skills to facilitate entry 

into University 1 and life away from home 

Student Experience

Wawatay Summer Orientation 



Orientation Activities: 

Lunches and discussions 
with Researchers, 

Indigenous Scholars, 
Faculty members, 

Indigenous Elders and 
Knowledge Keepers

Campus Tours to 
familiarize students with 
the University, including 

Faculty of Science 
offices, laboratories and 

buildings

Engaging with staff and 
student organizations

Participating in 
professional skills 

building workshops

Group projects to 
promote teamwork and 

a cohort spirit

Academic assessment 
so each student can 

receive tailored 
academic and personal 

supports throughout 
their degree.



Academic Path 

Second Year   Third Year Fourth Year

First Year: University 1 as a Wawatay Scholar

• Bi-weekly check-ins/interactive sessions with Director 

• Workshop participation

• Monthly lunch / dinner / social activities

• Access to tutors, mentors, elders, Academic advisors

• Continued research from 1st year project course

Transition to:



Where will your academic path lead you?



Academic Path Outcome:

Students who complete a Bachelor of Science degree as a 

Wawatay Scholar will have a strong connection to their Indigenous 

community, access to a network of support and future contacts, 

and professional skills and knowledge of how to apply that degree 

to a given career.



Who is eligible to apply to 
the Wawatay program?

 Students must be of Canadian Indigenous Ancestry (Status, Non-
Status, Inuit or Metis) 

 Have a high school diploma or equivalent 

 Qualify for entrance into University 1:  

 5 full credits at Gr. 12 level in S, G, or U courses 

 Minimum average of 70% across English 40s, Math 40S and two 
academic 40S courses, with no less than 60% in each course



How to apply to the Wawatay

Program

Fill out the Wawatay application and submit by deadline.

• Deadline for Academic Year 2022/2023: Monday May 9, 2022

Application forms will be available late Fall 2022: How to apply -

Wawatay (umanitoba.ca).

Step 1 :

https://sci.umanitoba.ca/wawatay/wawatay-scholars/how-to-apply/


How to apply to the Wawatay

Program

Once you have confirmation of entry into the Wawatay program your

next task is to apply for entry into University 1.

Application to and acceptance into the Wawatay Program is not an

offer of acceptance to the University of Manitoba.

Students must apply to University 1 prior to start of summer orientation.

Step 2 :



In the next few years, the program may be able to 

offer an opportunity for Indigenous students, who do 

not meet standard entrance requirements.



Wawatay: 

Thinking Beyond 

Together

Contact Us

T: 204-474-9306

Email: Wawatay.science@umanitoba.ca

Website: www.sci.umanitoba.ca/wawatay

mailto:Wawatay.science@umanitoba.ca

